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This volume reports the proceedings of the Third 
Conference on Haemoglobin Switching held in 
September 1982 and attended by many of the re- 
searchers in this field. Although it is a valuable col- 
lection of research results current at the time of the 
meeting and would form a useful reference work 
for investigators in the field, the price puts it out 
of reach of those who would like to have it most 
- Ph.D. students and postdoctoral fellows. I 
would also like to recommend it to our library, but 
the fact that most of the papers will (or have 
already) appeared in standard journals, the high 
cost and the small specialized readership means 
that it must come low on their priorities too. 
Having said this, this is a (too) well produced 
volume and workers in the field as well as in re- 
lated areas should try and look at it. If you can 
really afford it buy it, but it is not a must. It con- 
tains a good selection of papers giving a bird’s_eye 
view of what was going on in 1982 in this rapidly 
moving field. 
E.R. Huehns 
Topics in Molecular Pharmacology, Volume 2 
Edited by A.S.V. Burgen and G.C.K. Roberts 
Elsevier; Amsterdam, New York and Oxford, 1983 
vii + 210 pages. Dfl 180.00, $69.25 
Like the first volume in this series, the second con- 
tains carefully selected and well written reviews (6 
this time), but differs in that the topics cover a 
much more challenging range. The first volume, 
which I reviewed in these pages in April 1983 
(vol. 154, p. 225), contained 3 chapters on enzyme 
inhibitors and 4 dealing more or less directly with 
molecular features of specific types of receptors or 
their ligands. 
In the present volume the editors have satisfied 
their “concern to push as far as possible towards 
the molecular level” and to discuss “fundamental 
general principles governing drug-receptor inter- 
actions”. Thus there are 3 reviews which deal with 
physicochemical principles: hydrophobic inter- 
actions (Ben-Naim, a lucid and fluid account 
including an introduction to the mathematical for- 
mulations presented elsewhere); coulombic inter- 
actions (by Richards and Elliott and containing the 
important speculative proposal that the driving 
force for conformational alterations during the 
drug-receptor interaction may derive from acquired 
electrostatic forces achieved after loss of confor- 
mational entropy); and the use of calorimetry to 
explore interactions between proteins and small 
molecules (Hinz) . 
The other 3 chapters have a more obviously 
pharmacological flavour and consider the se- 
quences and structures of the pancreatic hormones 
(Glover and Blundell), the mechanism of cholera 
toxin activation of adenylate cyclase (Enomoto 
and Gill) and, finally, the exploration of the 
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